
Tobacco 

in 

Tennessee

Eric Walker, Agronomist
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Tobacco Production 2022         
NASS-USDA Crop Production Report, October 12

2022 Tobacco Harvested in KY and TN

Tobacco Type Kentucky Tennessee Total U.S

Acres Harvested

Burley 28,000 2,700 32,410

Dark Fire-Cured 9,800 6,300 16,200

Dark Air-Cured 5,800 3,700 9,500

2022 Tobacco Estimated Production in KY and TN

Tobacco Type Kentucky Tennessee Total U.S. 

Million Pounds ($)

Burley 50.4 4.2 (9.3) 58.6

Dark Fire-Cured 30.9 20.2 (57.8) 51.4

Dark Air-Cured 15.4 9.6 (25.1) 25.0

• Burley $2.21/lb, Dark Fire-Cured $2.85/lb, Dark Air-Cured $2.61/lb
TN:  $92,200,000

20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



Tobacco is an important crop in Tennessee… 

• Cultivated in the East Tennessee by American 

Indians prior to the arrival of European settlers

• First tobacco grown by settlers - flue-cured type

• Clisby Austin – burley to East TN around 1880

               (Elsie Bird, 1948)

• Dark fired-cured and dark air-cured in Middle  

and West TN, burley also produced in these areas

• Improvement of tobacco varieties, production 

practices, fertility, pest management, curing,…  

in well-documented, continually updated

‒ Tobacco Science, TWC, CORESTA…
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Tobacco is an important crop in Tennessee… 
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Tobacco is an important crop in Tennessee… 

     

Tobacco in Tennessee

History, research and outreach, industry,

  contribution to the economy 

20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



Ferdinand Bernhard Vietz
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Tobacco language
Basket

Bottom stick

Bottom tier

Building fires

Bulking

Burley knife

Chopping out 

tobacco

Culling 

Down the hill

Drawing plants

Drop sticks

File

Firing

Hamper

Haul

In order

Leaf 

Load 

Loose floor

Lugs

Mud the roots

Oiling

Packing a basket

Peg

Pick up tobacco

Plowing tobacco

Poison

Rolling scaffold

Run in

Run the plank

Sawdust and 

slabs

Scoop

Seconds

Sell in the barn

Setting fires

Snuff

Split-out

Splitting knife

Steam

Stick rack

Stripping

Stripping room

Suckering

Taking down

Tie leaf

Tier pole

Tobacco patch

Tobacco stick

Top stick

Topping

Tote

Twist

Tying tobacco

Up the hill

Wheelbarrow

Wrapper
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“My Friend, the Enemy, Rappahannock River, Va., December 25, 1862” Mort Künstler 
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“We had a hard enough time trying to 

have him smoke... If we smoked 

cigarettes in this movie about Walt 

Disney making Mary Poppins, it 

would be rated R (restricted). That's 

just the way it works. You couldn't 

believe the negotiations. It came 

down to us not being able to light a 

cigarette or inhale a cigarette.” 

– Tom Hanks on his role as           

Walt Disney in Saving Mr. Banks

20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



20
24

_T
W

C
01

_W
al

ke
r.

pd
f

T
W

C
20

24
(5

1)
 -

 D
oc

um
en

t n
ot

 p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
C

O
R

E
S

T
A



(some) Tennessee Tobacco Growers

• Often won’t see them, not everywhere

• Decreasing in number, increasing in age
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(some) Tennessee Tobacco Growers

• Often won’t see them, not everywhere

• Decreasing in number, increasing in age

• Some feel under attack, pushed out, left behind

 No longer understood, appreciated, recognized

   In the way of “progress, growth”

  They are trying to “hang on another year”
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(some) Tennessee Tobacco Growers

• Often won’t see them, not everywhere

• Decreasing in number, increasing in age

• Some feel under attack, pushed out, left behind

 No longer understood, appreciated, recognized

   In the way of “progress, growth”

  They are trying to “hang on another year”

 Culture of tobacco production is part of their identity
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Hardest work that ever I done

Been beneath that burning sun 

Hauling tobacco around to cure

I would chop that wicked weed 

Till our hands and fingers bleed 

Working like a mule, maybe more

We been farming on this land

Since eighteen hundred ten

Through flood, drought, pestilence and war 

Now I sure am sad to say 

That I've lived to see this day 

And we don't grow tobacco 

around here no more

Grandpa told me this, I know 

Change is coming, won't be slow 

Knocking just like a thunder at the door 

Fallow fields are all around 

Empty barns just falling down 

With iron weeds coming up through the floor 

Once we growed it by the pound 

Now the kids all moved to town 

And all that's left are elderly and poor

Now I sure am sad to say 

That I've lived to see this day 

And we don't grow tobacco around here no more
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The Future of Tobacco is Bright

• TWC proves this is true - so many successes
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The Future of Tobacco is Bright

• TWC proves this is true - so many successes

• The future is bright, but not for everyone

‒ The landscape continues to change

‒ Some can adapt, diversify; some cannot
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The Future of Tobacco is Bright

• TWC proves this is true - so many successes

• The future is bright, but not for everyone

‒ The landscape continues to change

‒ Some can adapt, diversify; some cannot

‒ Change must occur, but as it does, let us 

understand that it’s more than a crop

‒ It’s part of their identity, their heritage, and 

their way of life
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The Future of Tobacco is Bright

• TWC proves this is true - so many successes

• The future is bright, but not for everyone

‒ The landscape continues to change

‒ Some can adapt, diversify; some cannot

‒ Change must occur, but as it does, let us 

understand that it’s more than a crop

‒ It’s part of their identity, their heritage, and 

their way of life

  Recognize, appreciate, respect the grower

   their families, and the workers
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Thank you
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