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Figure 1. U.S. Unemployment Rate, Official Unemployment Rate and More 

Expansive Alternative Measure of Unemployment, Seasonally Adjusted

Source: BLS

Number of Employed People:

Feb. 2020: 158.9 million

Oct. 2023: 161.2 million

Participation Rate:

Feb. 2020: 63.4% 

Oct. 2023: 62.7%
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U-3, total unemployed, as a percent of the civilian labor force (official unemployment rate)

U-6, Total Unemployed, Plus All Persons Marginally Attached to the Labor Force, Plus Total Employed Part Time for Economic Reasons, as a Percent of
the Civilian Labor Force Plus All Persons Marginally Attached to the Labor Force
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Figure 2. U.S. Business Applications, Seasonally Adjusted

Source: US Census Bureau
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Figure 3. U.S. National Average AEWR and Year-Over-Year Change in National AEWR, 2005-2024

Source: DOL, USDA NASS,

AFBF Calculations
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Figure 4. 2024 AEWR

Source: USDA NASS
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Figure 5. Number of States in Each AEWR Range, 2022-2024

Source: DOL
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Figure 6. Percentage Increase in 2024 AEWR Over 2023 AEWR

Source: USDA NASS
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Figure 7. Dollar-Per-Hour Increase in 2024 AEWR Over 2023 AEWR

Source: USDA NASS
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Figure 9. Fiscal Year 2023 H-2A Certified Positions 

Source: DOL

VT: 499
NH: 314
MA: 559
CT: 1,422
RI: 10
NJ: 2,859
DE: 865
MD: 1,478
FL: 51,987
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Figure 11. Change in Number of H-2A Certified 

Positions, Fiscal Year 2023 Compared to Fiscal Year 

2022

Sources: 

DOL, AFBF 

Calculations

VT: -23
NH: 24
MA: 25
CT: 64
RI: 2
NJ: -287
DE: 48
MD: -40
FL: 1,014
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Figure 12. Percentage Change in Number of H-2A Certified 

Positions, Fiscal Year 2023 Compared to Fiscal Year 2022

Sources: 

DOL, AFBF 

Calculations

VT: -4%
NH: 8%
MA: 5%
CT: 5%
RI: 25%
NJ: -9%
DE: 6%
MD: -3%
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